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SUBJECT: AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE AND ARGENTINA 

REF: STATE 157856 

1 . RICHARD MAASS, PRESIDENT OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH 
COMMITTEE, HAS EXPRESSED HIS SATISEACTION WITH STATE- 
MENTS BY DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN CONCERNING ANTI-SEMITISM 
IN ARGENTINA. HE BELIEVES AND DEPARTMENT CONCURS THAT 
NO EURTHER REPRESENTATIONS ARE REQUIRED EOR NOW OVER 
INCIDENT WHICH LED TO DEPARTURE OF COMMITTEE'S REPRE- 
SENTATIVE IN BUENOS AIRES, JACOBO KOVADLOFE, AND TEM- 
PORARY CLOSURE OE OFEICE. DEPARTMENT ASSUMES THAT 

GOA IS PROTECTING COMMITTEE OEEICES IN BUENOS AIRES 
AND THAT EMBASSY WILL MONITOR SUCH PROTECTION. 

2. GUIDANCE USED BY DEPARTMENT'S PRESS SPOKESMAN 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 162528 

EOLLOWS: BEGIN QUOTE: WITH RESPECT TO ANTI-SEMITISM 
IN ARGENTINA, IT IS OUR BELIEE THAT IT IS NOT THE 
POLICY OP PRESIDENT VIDELA OR HIS GOVERNMENT. WE NOTE 
THAT MR. KOVADLOPP MET YESTERDAY WITH THE ARGENTINE 
AMBASSADOR, WHICH REELECTS THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT'S 
SERIOUS CONCERN ABOUT THIS INCIDENT. 
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NEVERTHELESS, WE BELIEVE THE THREATS AGAINST THE LIEE OF 
THE COMMITTEE'S REPRESENTATIVE IN BUENOS AIRES WERE REAL 
AND MAY HAVE REQUIRED THE COMPLICITY OF IRRESPONSIBLE ELE- 
MENTS WITHIN THE SECURITY EORCES. OUR CHARGE IN BUENOS 
AIRES HAS BROUGHT THIS PROBLEM TO THE ATTENTION OE THE 
ARGENTINE EOREIGN MINISTRY BECAUSE MR. KOVADLOFE REPRESENTS 
A VERY RESPECTED AMERICAN ORGANIZATION, AND BECAUSE HE WAS 
THREATENED BECAUSE OE HIS ASSOCIATION WITH THE UNITED 
STATES. THE PRESIDENT OE THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE, 
RICHARD MAASS, AND MR. KOVADLOFE MET WEDNESDAY WITH DEPUTY 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OE INTER-AMERICAN AEFAIRS, WILLIAM 
STEDMAN, TO EXCHANGE VIEWS ON THE SITUATION IN ARGENTINA. 

END QUOTE. VANCE 


CONEIDENTIAL 
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